
Candidate name: ________________________________________ Date: ____________________ 

Applicants not meeting the minimum qualifications for a position requiring a master’s degree may demonstrate 
equivalency through coursework alone or through coursework and experience.   For equivalency, the applicant must 
meet one of the three sets of criteria below. Check the appropriate box to indicate the basis for the equivalency claim: 

 A master’s or doctoral degree in any discipline, at least 15 semester units of graduate coursework in the required
discipline, and additional upper-level undergraduate coursework in the discipline to reach a total of 30 semester units
in the discipline.   If the bachelor’s degree is required to meet the minimum qualifications for the discipline, those
courses may not also be used to meet equivalency for a master’s degree.

 A master’s or doctoral degree in any discipline, at least 15 semester units of graduate coursework in the required
discipline, and the equivalent of at least three years of full-time paid work experience (teaching or nonteaching) in the
field.  The applicant must provide a description of the experience and explain its relevance to the curriculum in the
discipline.

 Completion of at least 30 semester units in a required discipline doctoral program in which a master’s degree is not
awarded.

BA/BS degree earned: ____________________________________ College: ___________________________ 

Master’s degree earned: __________________________________ College: ___________________________ 

Requesting equivalency for master’s degree in ______________________________________________________ 

List the coursework that supports the equivalency claim: 

Course College Units Semester 
or 
quarter 
(S or Q)? 

Upper-level 
undergraduate 
or graduate (U 
or G)? 

Equivalency Application for Master's 
Degree 
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If the second option is checked, list the work experience that supports the equivalency claim and explain its 
relevance. 

Description of experience and explanation of relevance Start date End date Hours 
per 
week 
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